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T
h e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  ( C R  / 
I P G  /  M T R  /  JA R )  o f t e n  r e q u i r e  s o m e 
ex p l a n a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  m e r i t  t h e i r  o w n 
a r t i c l e  w h i l e  s m a l l e r  c h a n g e s  w i t h i n 

t h e  J u d g e  P r o g ra m  m ay  b e  h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  t i m e  a r o u n d ,  t h e  c h a n g e s 
t o  t h e  J u d g e  P r o g ra m  a r e  q u i t e  b i g  a n d  w e 
h ave  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  g i ve  a  r e c a p  o f  w h a t  w a s 
r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d .

T h e  f i ve  ex i s t i n g  j u d g e  l eve l s  h ave  b e e n  t h o - 
r o u g h l y  r e m o d e l l e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  c u r r e n t 
J u d g e  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  h e r e  i s  a  q u i c k  r u n d o w n 
w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e s . 

 > -  A l l  p r ev i o u s  L 4  a n d  L 5  j u d g e s  a r e  n o w 
L 3 .

 > -  L 1  h a s  b e e n  r e d e f i n e d  a s  “ R e g u l a r  R E L 
j u d g e”

 > -  L 2  a n d  L 3  a r e  “C o m p e t i t i ve  R E L  j u d g e s ” 
w i t h  v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 

I n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o :
 *  L 2  Te s t e r :  A l l o w s  L 2  j u d g e s  t o  c e r t i f y 
o t h e r  L 2  j u d g e s .
 *  G ra n d  P r i x  h e a d  j u d g e :  A l l o w s  yo u  t o 
H e a d  J u d g e  a  G P.  A l l  p r ev i o u s  L 4  a n d  L 5  j u d g -
e s  h ave  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e c e i ve d  t h i s  u p g ra d e . 
S o m e  r o l e s  w i l l  b e  i n  a  c o n t i n u o u s  r o t a t i o n 
a n d  vo t e d  by  p e e r s :

 > P r o g ra m  C o o r d i n a t o r
 > R e g i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r
 > G ra n d  P r i x  h e a d  j u d g e

T h e r e  h ave  a l s o  b e e n  m i n o r  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e 
L 2  a n d  L 3  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  r e -
q u i r e m e n t s .

To  b e c o m e  a n  L 2  j u d g e ,  yo u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  i n -
t e r v i e w e d  a n d  g e t  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  a 
j u d g e  c e r t i f i e d  t o  t e s t  f o r  L 2  j u d g e ;  s i x  s a n c -
t i o n e d  eve n t  i n c l u d i n g  a t  l e a s t  o n e  C o m p e t -

letter from the editor
We l c o m e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  B e n e l u x  B u l l e t i n .  U s u a l l y  t h e re  w i l l  b e  a  b i t  m o re  t i m e  b e t w e e n 
e d i t i o n s  t h a n  t h e re  w a s  b e t w e e n  t h i s  o n e  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  b u t  w e  w a n t e d  t o  s y n c h ro n i z e  w i t h  s e t  re l e a s -
e s .  E a c h  s e t  re l e a s e  b r i n g s  a  c o u p l e  o f  c h a n g e s  t o  o u r  m o s t  b e l o ve d  g a m e  a n d  w e  w o u l d  l i ke  t o  u s e 
e a c h  B u l l e t i n  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c h a n g e s  f o r  j u d g e s  i n  o u r  re g i o n .

Jonas Drieghe
level 2 from Leuven

http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/jonasdrieghe/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/jonasdrieghe/


EMAIL US!

i t i ve  eve n t  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  6 
m o n t h s ;  w r i t e  r ev i e w s  o f  2  d i f f e r e n t  j u d g e  i n 
t h e  j u d g e  c e n t e r ;  w r i t e  a  t o u r n a m e n t  r e p o r t 
o f  a n  eve n t  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  j u d g e s  O R  a  c o n -
f e r e n c e  r e p o r t  O R  a n  a r t i c l e ;  a  p a s s i n g  s c o r e 
( 8 0 % )  o n  t h e  L 2  ex a m .

To  m a i n t a i n  yo u r  L 2  e a c h  ye a r,  yo u  w i l l  n e e d 
t o  j u d g e  a t  l e a s t  2  c o m p e t i t i ve  eve n t s ,  w r i t e 
a t  l e a s t  o n e  r ev i e w  o f  a n o t h e r  j u d g e  a n d 
d e m o n s t ra t e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  r u l e s  a n d  p o l i c y 
k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h  a  J u d g e  C e n t e r  t e s t .

T h e  p a t h  t o  L 3  i s  d o c u m e n t e d  h e r e  w i t h  s o m e 
s m a l l  c h a n g e s :
E n g l i s h  c o m p e t e n c y  i s  o n l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  t h e  ex -
t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l e a d  a  t e a m  a t  a  G ra n d  P r i x 
a n d  r e a d  o f f i c i a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .
E ve n t  l e a d e r s h i p  m ay  r e p l a c e  c o m m u n i t y  i n -
vo l ve m e n t .
S o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  Leve l  3  a d v a n c e -
m e n t  p r o c e s s  a r e  m ove d  t o  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t 
c a n  b e  d o n e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y.
A d d i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r o u n d  d e m o n s t ra t -
e d  a b i l i t y  i n  Lo g i s t i c s  a n d  To u r n a m e n t  O p e r -

a t i o n s . 
Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  p h i l o s o p hy  b e -
h i n d  t h e  c h a n g e s  yo u  c a n  a l w ay s  r e a d  t h i s  ex -
c e l l e n t  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  m a g i c j u d g e s  b l o g .

A s  a  l a s t  w o r d ,  I  w a n t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  r e c u r -
r i n g  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  B e N e L u x  B u l -
l e t i n s .  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  B u l l e t i n  3  ( t h e  n ex t  o n e) 
w e  w a n t  t o  i n c l u d e  a  “ Fr o m  t h e  F i e l d  S e c t i o n” 
s e c t i o n .  I f  yo u  w a n t  t o  a s k  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e 
B e N e L u x  B u l l e t i n  t e a m ,  h ave  a ny  w o r d s  yo u 
w a n t  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  B e N e L u x  j u d g e s  o r 
t h e  w o r l d ,  h ave  s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n  a b o u t  a  s u b -
j e c t  yo u ’ l l  b e  g l a d  t o  r e a d  a b o u t ,  …  ,  f e e l  f r e e 
t o  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o  b e n e l u x b u l l e t i n @ g m a i l .
c o m  u s i n g  “ Fr o m  t h e  F i e l d ”  i n  s u b j e c t .  We  w i l l 
s h a r e  s o m e  o f  yo u r  w o r d s  i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n .

T h a t  b e i n g  s a i d ,  w e  w i s h  yo u  a  g o o d  r e a d i n g 
o f  t h i s  B u l l e t i n  a n d  h o p e  yo u  w i l l  e n j oy  i t  a s 
m u c h  a s  w e  e n j oye d  w r i t i n g  i t .

Pascal Gemis
level 2 from Brussels

mailto:beneluxbulletin%40gmail.com?subject=From%20the%20field
mailto:beneluxbulletin%40gmail.com?subject=Letter%20for%20the%20editor
https://judge.wizards.com/
http://blogs.magicjudges.org/o/judge-certification/level-3-advancement-process/
http://blogs.magicjudges.org/blog/2016/04/11/the-new-new-world-order/
http://blogs.magicjudges.org/blog/2016/04/11/the-new-new-world-order/
mailto:beneluxbulletin%40gmail.com?subject=From%20the%20field
mailto:beneluxbulletin%40gmail.com?subject=From%20the%20field
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/niarfounet/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/niarfounet/
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by Sander De Quick

INTERVIEW 
WITH  NATALIE HEYLEN

L 1 ,  Fo u n d e r  L P S  B e l g i u m 
A g e  2 7 
O c c u p a t i o n  B a r t r e n d e r  a t  O u t p o s t  G e n t ,  S t u d e n t
 
FI R S T  O FF,  A  Q U E S TI O N  YO U ’ V E  PRO BA B LY 
B E E N  A S K E D  PLE N T Y  B E FO R E ,  W H E N  D I D  YO U 
S TA RT  J U D G I N G  M AG I C ? 
I  t h i n k  t h a t  w o u l d  h ave  b e e n  a r o u n d  A p r i l  2 0 1 3 .  I 
c a n’ t  r e a l l y  r e m e m b e r  w hy  I  b e c a m e  a  j u d g e  b a c k 
t h e n ,  b u t  I  a m  s t i l l  a  j u d g e  b e c a u s e  I  l i ke  i n t e ra c t -
i n g  w i t h  p l aye r s  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  p l ay i n g ,  a n d  I 
r e a l l y  l i ke  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  b e h i n d  i t .

C A N  YO U  R E M E M B E R  W H E N  YO U  S TA RT E D 
PL AY I N G  M AG I C  I N  G E N E R A L?
Ye s ,  t h a t  w a s  a b o u t  a  ye a r  b e f o r e  I  b e c a m e  a  j u d g e , 
w h e n  M 1 3  r e l e a s e d .  I  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  my  r e a s o n  t o 
s t a r t  p l ay i n g  eve r y  w e e k ,  i t  w a s  i n  M ay,  a n d  t h e r e 
w a s  a  Le g a c y  G P  i n  J u n e  o r  J u l y  h e r e  i n  G h e n t ,  a n d 
I  w a n t e d  t o  p l ay  i n  i t .

G R E AT  FO R M AT  TO  PL AY  YO U R  FI R S T  CO M PE T-
ITIV E  E V E N T  I N  I  A S S U M E ?
Yes, I did manage to go 2-7, although one of those was a bye. 
That experience was the reason I started playing competitive-
ly, and to this day I still love attending GPs.

W H AT  AT T R AC T S  YO U  M O S T  I N  CO M PE TITIV E 
E V E N T S ?
I really enjoy the feeling of playing well in high-level events. 
Also, the community of competitive players in Belgium is great, 
I really love going to GPs in a group, like with the Outpost Bus 
trips. It always surprises me when I hear about the problems 
between the Flemish and Walloon people, because I really hav-
en’t noticed any friction within the MtG community here.

Sander De Quick
level 2 from Gent

http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/SanderDeQuick/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Thibaut/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/SanderDeQuick/
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Don’t forget to put forward your 
candidacy on Judge-Apps if you 
want to judge a WMCQ or GP. Stay 
connected; find other judges on  
J u d ge  A p p s  or Fa ce b o o k .

THE MOST IMPORTANT

YO U  M E N TI O N E D  YO U  A R E  A  S T U -
D E N T,  W H AT  A R E  YO U  S T U DY I N G ?
I am studying to become a clinical psychologist, 
this is a person who is associated with a hospital 
and treats patients who are mentally ill, or who 
have an addiction, things like that.

W H AT  I S  YO U R  M O S T  I N T E R E S TI N G 
J U D G E  S TO RY ?
I know you’re trying to get me to tell a certain sto-
ry, but honestly, the most interesting in my opin-
ion was my very first event, it was a GPT Legacy, 
but this was before I became a Judge. I was going 
to take my L1 test not a lot later, and they were 
only expecting about 12 players, so Emilien Wild 
said I should try it anyway. In the end 23 players 
showed up and I got a lot of rules questions, some 
of which were about interactions that were above 
a L1 rules level. One of the rulings I remember 
best was when a player cast Ponder, and put the 
cards on top of his hand. I realised how devas-
tating a Game Loss would be, so I triple-checked 
the IPG and even called Emilien to be extremely 
sure that it was the correct call. The best part 
about this event was the review Emilien gave me 
after the event, it was wonderful and I still read it 
whenever I feel down about my judging skills.

A LRI G H T,  N OW  I  H AV E  TO  G O  “ DA N CE 
M O N K E Y,  DA N CE!”  FO R  A  B IT,  A N D 
A S K  YO U  TO  T E LL  A  CE RTAI N  S TO -
RY  A B O U T  A  LEG AC Y  G P T,  B EC AU S E 
I  B E LI E V E  IT ’ S  A  G R E AT  S TO RY  A N D  I 
LOV E  H E A RI N G  IT.
So, I was a relatively new L1, but I had told Niels 
Viane I was interested in trying to get to L2 and 
he told me I should try to get as much experi-
ence floor judging competitive events, and since 
I played Legacy myself I felt comfortable judging 
together with Niels and Reinout Stevens, who 
would try and shadow me during the event. Ev-
erything was going great, when I got a call which 
went “Judge, I have a Germ token equipped by 
Batterskull, and my opponent phases out the to-
ken, What happens?”. I was completely stumped 
by this question, so I went to Reinout who was 
taking another call at the moment and told him 
about the call, and he immediately knew what I 
was talking about, as he had been hoping to be 
asked this question for so long, and I just start-
ed doing competitive and I’d already gotten it. So 
that’s my Batterskull story.

B E AU TI FU L .  A N Y WAY,  YO U  A R E 
N OT  J U S T  A  J U D G E ,  YO U  A R E  A L S O 
A  FO U N D I N G  M E M B E R  O F  T H E 
B E LG IA N  CH A P T E R  O F  T H E  L A DY 
PL A N E S WA LK E R  S O CI E T Y,  TO G E T H E R 
WIT H  D O E S J K A  TI LKI N  A N D  A N O U K 
B U R N Y.  C A N  YO U  T E LL  M E  W H AT 
M A D E  YO U  WA N T  TO  D O  T H I S ?
It was actually pretty random, I was working the 
bar in Outpost Ghent on a quiet evening and 
Anouk was here because she needed a deckbox 
or some sleeves, something like that. Anyway, she 
wanted it in pink, which was sold out, so she jok-

ingly said “Women are so disadvantaged in Mag-
ic!”, prompting me to propose founding a girly 
MtG club. Even though that was a joke, it did make 
me think about my position as a woman in a very 
male-heavy competitive player base, so I read a 
lot of articles on the subject, and I realised that, 
while The League of New and Beginning Magic 
Players in Ghent had plenty of female members, I 
was still often a lone female on GTPs and PPTQs. 
I decided to look into that, so I approached Anouk 
who told me that, while not really definable, there 
was some sort of threshold, a soft barrier so to 
speak, to start playing competitively as a girl. Af-
ter stumbling upon the original Lady Planeswalk-
er Society and reading their anti-harassment pol-
icy I realised this was what we needed, so we got 
together and decided that we were going to start 
a Belgian chapter, and the rest is history.

D O  YO U  H AV E  A N Y  S TO RI E S  O F 
P O S ITIV E  I N FLU E N CE  T H E  LP S  H A S 
C AU S E D?
Yes, absolutely, it made me realise just how many 
female MtG players Belgium actually has, and see-
ing those players start working their way towards 
competitive, and tournament Magic in general is a 
wonderfully hartwarming and lovely feeling.

W H AT,  I F  A N Y T H I N G ,  C A N  J U D G E S 
D O  TO  A S S I S T  I N  YO U R  G OA L S ?
Mostly an extension of what you should be doing 
as humans anyway, calling people out on sexist 
or discriminatory comments, and in a sanctioned 
tournament setting do not hesitate to give the 
appropriate UC penalty when it does happen. 
Also, when anyone comes to you, the judge, with 
any concerns whatsoever about discriminatory 
behavior, make them feel like it is absolutely the 
correct thing to do, because people just brushing 
it off is going to do absolutely nothing to stop that 
behavior.

L A S T LY,  I S  T H E R E  A N Y  N U G G E T  O F 
K N OW LE D G E  YO U  WO U LD  LI K E  TO 
I M PA RT  O N  J U D G E S  T H AT  A R E  LO O K-
I N G  TO  LE A R N?
Take advice to heart. I’m not saying you should 
always do everything other judges tell you to do, 
but always try and look why someone is advising 
you to do things one way or another.

ALRIGHT, THANK YOU FOR THE INTERVIEW 
NATALIE, ANY LAST WORDS?
We rule!

 ONLINE RESOURCES

FRENCH LEAFLET
ENGLISH LEAFLET

http://apps.magicjudges.org/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/forum/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/100533240062499/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzud-zWlJip1X1FGdG10UnIxSG8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzud-zWlJip1Q2lNMVBpZW0yLUk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzud-zWlJip1X1FGdG10UnIxSG8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzud-zWlJip1Q2lNMVBpZW0yLUk/view?usp=sharing
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J U D G E
CLASSES IN NAMUR
by Thibaut Clausse

T h r e e  m o n t h s  a g o  t h r e e  p l aye r s  f r o m  o u r  l o c a l 
c o m m u n i t y  a p p r o a c h e d  u s  ( l o c a l  j u d g e s )  w i t h 
t h e i r  w i s h  t o  b e c o m e  a  l eve l  o n e  j u d g e .  S i n c e 
w e  a l r e a d y  h a d  a  c a n d i d a t e  a n d  k n e w  h o w  t i m e 
c o n s u m i n g  i t  c a n  b e  t o  m e n t o r  s o m e o n e  w e  d e -
c i d e d  t o  g r o u p  t h e m  a l l  u p  t o  b e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t 
a n d  c ove r  m o r e  s u b j e c t s .  A f t e r  s o m e  r e s e a r c h 
o n  t h e  t o p i c s  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l o g i s t i c s  w e 
g ave  i t  a  t r y  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  i n  t h e 
b e g i n n i n g  o f  M a r c h .

T h e  J u d g e  C l a s s e s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n  8  c o u r s e s , 
e a c h  d e s i g n e d  t o  t a ke  a b o u t  a n  h o u r.  G i ve n  ev -
e r yo n e’ s  s c h e d u l e  w e  c h o s e  t o  m a ke  i t  a  w e e k l y 
a p p o i n t m e n t .  E a c h  l e s s o n  i s  s p l i t  i n  3  p a r t s m u l -
l i g a n  p r o c e d u r e)  t o  avo i d  t h i s  f i x .

1 .  Q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p r ev i o u s  l e s s o n  s o  t h e 
c a n d i d a t e s  c a n  ev a l u a t e  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e .

2 .  A  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o u r s e  a b o u t  a  g i ve n  t o p i c .
3 .  Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a n s w e r  s e s s i o n  w i t h  ex a m -

p l e s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t e n t .

After having all the courses and the content, we needed 
a place to teach these. We contacted one of our local 
game places, the “Aux 3D café” and booked a private 
room for the two following months. Since we are three 
Judges available for teaching, we shared the amount 

of work. Two days before each class we meet up so we 
can read the documents and do some research about it 
to find interaction examples to illustrate the theoretical 
course. If any of us want to teach a specific part or point 
we let him do so, otherwise we try to give it to the one 
who knows the least about the subject so he can improve 
himself by teaching and delving deeper into the topic. 

At the time of writing we’ve completed 5 lessons. We 
have 5 regular students, one who’s coming every now 
and then and we should have 3 more candidates coming 
tomorrow. Since we couldn’t cover all the topics before 
the Shadows Over Innistrad prerelease not every candi-
date wanted to take the exam, but two out of the three 
who did can now call themselves L1 judge and are still 
following the classes to improve their knowledge. Even 
local players are showing an interest in the classes so 
they can know more about Magic.

 The classes definitely helped the candidates 
to have a better understanding of the Comprehensive 
Rules and focus on what’s important to know for their L1 
exam and more.

More information and the content of the courses can be 
found on this link.

Thibaut Clausse
level 2 from Namur

http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/niarfounet/
https://wiki.magicjudges.org/en/w/Judge_Classes
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Thibaut/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Thibaut/
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THERE HAVE BEEN 
SOME CHANGES TO 
THE BANNED 
AND
RESTRICTED LIST
There have been some changes to the Banned and Restricted list. Here 
is a quick recap:

• For Modern: Eye of Ugin is banned, Ancestral Vision and Sword of 
the Meek are unbanned.

• For Vintage: Lodestone Golem is restricted.
• No changes to Standard and Legacy.

You can read the philosophy behind those changes here.
You can find the complete Ban & Restricted list here.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW LEVEL 1

Anouk Burny - Lovendegem - Belgium
Axel Pieterse - Zwolle - Netherlands
David Walbrecq - Namur - Belgium
Ewout de Leeuw - Ghent - Belgium
Jeffrey Coremans - Zevenbergen - Netherlands
Jonathan Ellen - Groningen - Netherlands
Laurent Jaminet - Namur - Belgium
Olivier Wattel - Izegem - Belgium
Vincent Cousin - Nivelles - Belgium

WELCOME TO THE L2

Kurt Vooys - The Hague - Netherlands
Thibaut Clausse - Namur - Belgium

WELCOME 
TO 
THE 
FAMILY!

Alex De Bruijne
level 2 from Vlissingen

http://magic.wizards.com/en/articles/archive/news/banned-and-restricted-announcement-2016-04-04
http://magic.wizards.com/gameinfo/gameplay/formats/bannedrestricted
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/niarfounet/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Flexilex/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Flexilex/


CHANGES
TO THE DOCUMENTS
by Pascal Gemis

T h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  t h i s  n e w  ve r s i o n  o f 
t h e  I n f ra c t i o n  P r o c e d u r e  G u i d e .

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  f r e s h 
n e w  H i d d e n  C a r d  E r r o r  i n f ra c t i o n :  i t  h a s  b e e n 
s p l i t  i n  t w o  i n f ra c t i o n s …  S ay  h e l l o  t o  M u l l i g a n 
P r o c e d u r e  E r r o r.  Le t ’ s  f o c u s  o n  t h a t  f i r s t :

M U LLI G A N  PRO CE D U R E  E RRO R  -  WA R N I N G

Various errors can occur during the mulligan process :

1. A player draws too many cards at the start of the 
game.

2. A player announces he/she keeps his/her hand, 
scries, then mulligans again.

3. A player chooses to not take a mulligan then takes 
one after seeing their opponent take a mulligan.

The remedy will be as follows:

• If the player has too many cards in hand, he or she 
may choose to reveal his or her hand. The opponent 
will remove a number of card equal to the excess 
cards and those cards will be shuffled into the library.

• If the player does not want to reveal his or her hand 
or if the error didn’t lead to too many cards in hand, 
the player takes an additional mulligan.

H I D D E N  C A R D  E RRO R  -  WA R N I N G  -  W H AT ’ S 
N E W  ? 

From now on, when we issue a Hidden Card Error Pen-
alty, information about cards previously revealed may be 
taken into account to determine the set of cards on which 
we apply the fix. 
Example : If a Thoughtseize was resolved a turn 
before, we may take into account the cards re-
vealed to determine the set of unknown cards. 

Always operate on the smallest set of cards possible. 
Example : A player resolves a Collected Company, takes 
3 cards into his or hand and then 4 in the other. Fix with 
the set of 4 cards.

But what’s changing in the fixes?

If the infraction is followed by moving a card from the af-
fected zone to a known location (discarding a card, put-
ting back a card on top of the library…) perform a simple 
backup just after the error.
Example: A player resolves a Brainstorm, draws 4 cards 
and puts back two cards on top of his library. Before doing 
any fix, just put the two cards from the top of the library 
back into the player’s hand.

If the set of cards that contains the problem doesn’t exist 
anymore, no fix is applied.

If the player put cards into a set prematurely because 
other operations involving cards in that set should have 
been performed first, the set is revealed, the opponent 
chooses a number of previously-unknown cards. Those 
card are set aside, the player performs the forgotten op-

Pascal Gemis
level 2 from Brussels

http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Flexilex/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/niarfounet/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/niarfounet/


eration, and then the cards set aside are put back.
Example: A player activates a Rummaging Goblin but in-
stead of discarding (for the cost) then drawing, he drew 
and then discarded. We fix it like this: The hand is re-
vealed, and the opponent chooses a card that’s set aside. 
The player discards a card and then brings back the card 
set aside to his hand.

If a player fails to reveal a card that was supposed to be 
revealed, the player reveals the set of cards containing the 
non-revealed cards and his opponent chooses that many 
previously-unknown cards to be treated as the non-re-
vealed card for any required actions. If the cards chosen 
could not legally be in the set, they are treated as excess 
cards.
Excess cards are returned to the previous zone. If that 
zone is the library, they are shuffled into the random por-
tion. The instruction that caused the infraction is not re-
peated.
Example: A player points to his Dark Confidant and says 
“Trigger!”.He then takes a card and puts it in his hand with-
out revealing it. The hand will be revealed, the opponent 
chooses a card. That’s the card revealed by the Dark Con-
fidant. The player loses life equal to the converted mana 
cost of that card.
Example: A player cast has 3 cards in hand then cast an 
infernal tutor without Hellbent. He reveals a Rummaging 
Goblin (new meta, Turbo-HCE.deck), searches his library, 
chooses a card and puts it into his hand without revealing 
it. The hand will be revealed, the opponent chooses a card 
that’s not the revealed Rummaging Goblin. If that card is 
not a Rummaging Goblin, it will be shuffled in the library 
and no card will be searched again.

No changes for the fix of too many cards in hand or mor-
phed cards without the morph ability.

D ECK / D ECK LI S T  PRO B LE M  -  D OW N G R A D E 
CH A N G E

A  n e w  d o w n g ra d e  o p t i o n  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  I P G 
l a s t  j a n u a r y  t h a t  w a s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r.  H e r e 
i s  t h e  n e w  t ex t  f o r  t h a t  d o w n g ra d e  a n d  s o m e 
ex a m p l e s  t o  i l l u s t ra t e  i t :

I f  a  d e c k  i s  d i s c o ve re d  t o  b e  m i s s i n g  c a rd s  a f t e r 
i n i t i a l  p re s e n t a t i o n  a n d  s h u f f l i n g ,  a n d  t h e  m i s s i n g 
c a rd s  c a n  b e  l o c a t e d ,  t h e  H e a d  J u d g e  m a y  d o w n -
g ra d e  t h e  p e n a l t y  t o  a  Wa r n i n g  a n d  s h u f f l e  t h o s e 
c a rd s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  d e c k .  I f  t h e  m i s s i n g  c a rd ( s )  a re 
i n  t h e  c u r re n t  o p p o n e n t ’ s  d e c k ,  s h u f f l e  t h e m  i n t o 
t h e i r  o w n e r ’ s  d e c k  a n d  i s s u e  Wa r n i n g s  t o  b o t h 
p l a ye r s .  I f  t h e  m i s s i n g  c a rd ( s )  a re  w i t h  t h e  s i d e -
b o a rd  a n d  i t  i s n’ t  t h e  f i r s t  g a m e ,  c h o o s e  t h e  o n e s 

t o  b e  s h u f f l e d  i n t o  t h e  d e c k  a t  ra n d o m  f ro m  a l l  s i d e -
b o a rd  c a rd s .

E x a m p l e :  Tu r n  4  o f  g a m e  2 .  I  d raw  my  c a r d  f o r  t h e 
t u r n  a n d …  W hy  d i d  I  p l ay  a n  O b l i v i o n  R i n g  i n  my 
M o n o  B l a c k  C o n t r o l ?  O h . . .w a i t ,  i t ’ s  my  o p p o n e n t ’ s 
O - R i n g .  J U U U U D G E  ! !
T h e  H J  n o w  h a s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o w n g ra d e  t h e 
p e n a l t y  t o  a  w a r n i n g  ( f o r  b o t h  p l aye r s )  a n d  s h u f f l e 
t h e  O - R i n g  i n t o  i t ’ s  o w n e r ’ s  d e c k .

E x a m p l e :  G a m e  2 ,  I  p r e s e n t  my  d e c k  t o  my  o p p o -
n e n t .  H e  c o u n t s  t h e  c a r d s  a n d  f i n d s  o n l y  5 9  c a r d s . 
T h e  j u d g e  a r r i ve s ,  a n d  c h e c k s  t h e  d e c k ,  l o o k s  o n  t h e 
f l o o r  t o  s e e  i f  a ny  c a r d s  h ave  f a l l e n ,  c h e c k s  t h e  s i d e -
b o a r d  a n d . . . 1 6  c a r d s .  H e r e  i s  t h e  e r r o r.
T h e  H J  h a s  n o w  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o w n g ra d e  t o  a 
w a r n i n g ,  t a ke  a  ra n d o m  c a r d  f r o m  t h e  s i d e b o a r d  a n d 
s h u f f l e  i t  i n  t h e  l i b ra r y.

M I S S E D  T RI G G E R  -  T H E  M I M I C  CH O I CE

A  s m a l l ,  b u t  i m p r e s s i ve ,  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  M i s s e d  Tr i g -
g e r  p o l i c y.
Fr o m  n o w  o n ,  i f  a  p l aye r  a c k n o w l e d g e s  a n  o p t i o n a l 
t r i g g e r  w i t h  n o  v i s i b l e  e f f e c t ,  w e  a s s u m e  h e  m a d e 
t h e  a f f i r m a t i ve  c h o i c e  u n l e s s  t h e  o p p o n e n t  r e s p o n d .
E x a m p l e :  A  p l aye r  h a s  a n  E l d ra z i  M i m i c  o n  t h e  b a t -
t l e f i e l d .  H e  t h e n  p l ay s  a  R e a l i t y  S m a s h e r,  s ay s  “ t r i g -
g e r ”,  p o i n t i n g  t h e  M i m i c ,  a n d  a t t a c k s .  T h e  m i m i c  i s 
5 / 5 .
E x a m p l e :  A  p l aye r  h a s  a n  E l d ra z i  M i m i c  o n t o  t h e 
b a t t l e f i e l d .  H e  t h e n  p l ay  a  R e a l l i t y  S m a s h e r,  s ay s 
“ t r i g g e r ”,  p o i n t i n g  t h e  M i m i c .  T h e  o p p o n e n t  c a s t  a 
D i s m e m b e r  o n  t h e  S m a s h e r  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  t r i g -
g e r.  T h e  M i m i c ’ s  c o n t r o l l e r  m ay  c h o s e  i f  t h e  m i m i c 
b e c o m e  a  0 / 0  o r  s t ay  a  2 / 1  a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  r e s o l ve .
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HAND

BATTLEFIELD

DRAGSTRA'S DILEMMA
Watching all Those Nantuko Husk during standard PPTQs, I wanted to play with that creature too. I imme-
diately started making a deck at home. This is my first game and I’m about to win. But I don’t want to just 
win, I want to win big. Can you help me create the biggest Nantuko Husk with this board state ? 

You can be as short as : play1, sac 2, x trigger 3...

Mark Dragstra
level 2 from Tilburg

1.     2.    3.    4.

6.         7.       8.         9.                10.

http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/MDragstra/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/MDragstra/
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GRAVEYARD

To answer to this awesome puzzle, 

you can do it at 

beneluxbulletin@gmail.com

by using “Puzzle Game #1” in subject

1.     2.    3.    4.

6.         7.       8.         9.                10.

WIN A 
LIVING DEATH
JUDGE GIFT!

5.

11.       12.    13.

14.       15.    16.

17.        19.

mailto:beneluxbulletin%40gmail.com%0D?subject=Puzzle%20Game%20%231


Judge dinners are great events to discover new 
tournament venues, share knowledge and have 
fun with people from our community.
The last edition took place just before the Shad-
ows over Innistrad prerelease in the beautiful city 
of Namur (Namen). Namur stands at the conflu-
ence of the Sambre and Meuse rivers and hosts 
the Walloon Parliament, acting as the administra-
tive center of the French speaking region of Bel-
gium.

The Belgian judge community was invited at the 
Boardgame Café “Aux 3D”. As its name suggests, it 
is a bar. However, it differs by offering a wide range 
of modern board games to play on site. This makes it 
a friendly entertaining place where generations and 
strangers can gather around the same table, while 
enjoying a beer or a coffee.
Moreover, The 3D Namur also acts as an additional 
room for Magic: the Gathering events organized by 

The Imaginarium, one of the main Magic retailers in 
the Namur area.

At the venue, we were welcomed by L3 Emilien 
Wild, who is hugely involved in the Magic commu-
nity of The Imaginarium. He is a cornerstone and 
probably the future new ruler of the Great Citadel 
of Namur. Jokes apart, Emilien described us the 
Magic events organization in his city, as well as he 
presented us a couple of new judge candidates. 
(Actually, they became L1 judges during the SOI 
prereleases, congratulations!). These newcomers 
were also the firsts to experience the Namur Judges 
Classes, a bunch of rules/judging lessons taught by 
Thibaut Clausse.) 

Several topics were discussed throughout the eve-
ning. Among them, we talked about the needed 
judge level for an Area Captain because Belgium 
had a lone L1 lost in a crowd of L2’s. We conclud-
ed that the top most priority wasn’t a number, we 

JUDGE DINNER SHADOW OVER INNISTRAD
by Stéphane Van Cauwenberghe

Stéphane Van Cauwenberghe

level 1 from Brussels

http://www.aux3d.be/
https://www.facebook.com/Imaginarium.Namur/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Emilien_Wild/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Emilien_Wild/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Thibaut/
http://blogs.magicjudges.org/greatlakes/2016/02/19/the-area-captain-role/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Stefouch/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Stefouch/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Stefouch/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Stefouch/


thought that the motivation and skills of 
the candidate should take precedence 
over everything else.
The members of the BeNeLux Bulletin 
team present at the dinner also took the 
opportunity to promote their new proj-
ect (yes, the one you are reading). They 
stated that everyone is welcome to add 
content or ideas to the Bulletin, so do 
not hesitate to contact us if you are mo-
tivated!

Last but not least, before ending the 
meeting with Cube and Commander 
games, Emilien Wild challenged the 
gathering with tricky Corner Cases.

mailto:beneluxbulletin%40gmail.com?subject=From%20the%20field
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Emilien_Wild/
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http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/MDragstra/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/niarfounet/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Thibaut/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/jonasdrieghe/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/alvilda/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Flexilex/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/koldae/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Stefouch/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/SanderDeQuick/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/Strychnine/
http://apps.magicjudges.org/judges/RichardD/

